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77-27-5.4 Earned time program.

(1) The board shall establish an earned time program that reduces the period of incarceration for
offenders who successfully complete specified programs, the purpose of which is to reduce the
risk of recidivism.

(2) The earned time program shall:

(a) provide not less than four months of earned time credit for the completion of the highest
ranked priority in the offender's case action plan;

(b) provide not less than four months of earned time credit for completion of one of the
recommended programs in the offender's case action plan; or

(c) allow the board to grant in its discretion earned time credit in addition to the earned time credit
provided under Subsections (2)(a) and (b).

(3) The program may not provide earned time credit for offenders:

(a) whose previously ordered release date does not provide enough time for the Board of
Pardons and Parole to grant the earned time credit;

(b) who have been sentenced by the court to a term of life without the possibility of parole; or

(c) who have been ordered by the Board of Pardons and Parole to serve a life sentence.

(4) The board may order the forfeiture of earned time credits under this section if the offender
commits a major disciplinary infraction.

(5) The department shall notify the board not more than 30 days after an offender completes a
priority in the case action plan.

(6) The board shall collect data for the fiscal year regarding the operation of the earned time credit
program, including:

(a) the number of offenders who have earned time credit under this section in the prior year;

(b) the amount of time credit earned in the prior year,

(c) the number of offenders who forfeited earned time credit; and

(d) additional related information as requested by the Commission on Criminal and Juvenile
Justice.

(7) The board shall collaborate with the Department of Corrections in the establishment of the
earned time credit program.

(8) To the extent possible, programming and hearings shall be provided early enough in an
offender’s incarceration to allow the offender to earn time credit.
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